Richard Mitchell BRADSHAW

Private 2883, 30th Battalion Australian Infantry
Died August 11t 1918 aged 26
Memorial in Vignacourt British Cemetery, Vignacourt, France.

Richard Bradshaw was born in 1892 to John and Mary Bradshaw. The 1901 census records 57 year old John as a fisherman to his own account, and Mary was
50 years old. In 1911, Richard is living with his father John, who is shown as a widower, Mary having died in May 1908, and living with them is Richard’s 24
year old sister Ann Brown Bradshaw (in 1912 Ann married George Honey, and they emigrated to Australia), his eldest sister Mary Faulkner (35) and Mary’s
three sons. Richard emigrated to Australia in 1911, with his brother John and family and a

servant. In 1911 John was running a market gardening business in Port Gaverne. On

October 13in1911 they left London on the SS Otranto bound for Fremantle. On the

passenger list John described himself as a farmer and Richard as a farm hand.

In January 1916 he joined the Australian Imperial Force in the 6t Reinforcements, 30t
Battalion.

SS Otranto

Richard’s enlistment papers

His unit embarked from Sydney on HMAT A71 Nestor on April 9th 1916, arriving at Alexandria,
Egypt, in May as part of the 5t Division. He left Egypt on June 6t 1916 on the SS Franconia and
arrived in Plymouth on June 16t. He was in the UK for 3 months at the 5t Division Base Depot.
He went to France in September, arriving at Etaples on September 16t 1916 and joined his unit
at the end of the month.

He probably saw action in the Battle of Polygon Wood in October 1917, although he got trench

foot in December and was invalided to the UK, first at Bristol on December 6tn and the Dartford in

January. His return to France in February was brief, as he had a recurrence of trench Foot and

was in hospital again until the end of February when he returned to his unit. Trench foot is caused

by continued immersion in unsanitary water, often found in wartime trenches The Bradshaw party on the SS Otranto passenger list

In the early morning of August 8t 1918 30t Battalion was on the line at Framerville,
about six miles east of Amiens, waiting to spearhead the attack up the Morcourt valley as
part of the allied ‘Hundred Days Offensive’. With the assistance of tanks, especially to
deal with machine guns, they covered 8 miles in as many hours, despite thick fog with
visibility down to five yards. The operation had around 55 casualties, of which Richard
Mitchell Bradshaw was one. He received a gunshot wound to the chest on August 9t
and died from his wounds on August 11t. He is buried at Vignacourt British Cemetery
about five miles north west of Amiens.

The effects of severe trench foot

Richard Mitchell Bradshaw recorded on
his parent’s grave at St Endellion
churchyard

Richard’s eldest sister Mary Faulkener completed the details for the Australian Roll of
Honour, where she noted his occupation as a marine motor driver. She now lived in
Johnston Street, Balmain, a suburb of Sydney, having emigrated to Australia in
September 1913 with two of her children Charles (10) and Mary (8). Perhaps the
youngest, Richard who would have been 6, had died since the 1911 census.

Richard Mitchell Bradshaw’s details for the Roll of Honour
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