Robert MASTERS

Private 812227, 47th Battalion Canadian Infantry
Died September 2nd 1918, aged 30
Commemorated at Vis-En-Artois British Cemetery, Haucourt, France

Robert Masters was born at Port Quin on October 14t 1887, to John and Ann Masters. He was a cousin of Albert Masters. In 1901 John (46), a horse keeper
on a farm, and Ann (49) had moved to Trelights village, where Robert (13) was living with his three brothers; William (20), Fred (10) and Albert (8). In 1906,
Robert joined the Royal Navy’s Devonport training depot HMS Vivid, but bought himself out three weeks later. Presumably the navy life was not for him.

On April 3rd 1912 Robert and his younger brother Fred left Bristol on the RMS Royal Edward to
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Interestingly, they went second class. At that time second class to

Canada was around $50 (£12.50), when third was $32 (£8). His occupation in 1906 was a farm
labourer, whose wages were less than a £1 a week.

Passenger list with Robert and his brother Frederick bound for Canada

The 138th Battalion departed Halifax for England on the SS Olympic on
August 22nd 1916. The battalion was subsequently dispersed, with
Robert assigned to the 47th Battalion, which, in 1918, was attached to
the 10th Canadian Brigade as part of the 4th Canadian Division. In
September 1918, the 47th was billeted at Beaurains, south of Arras,
when they were ordered to attack the German Drocourt-Queant trench
system around the village of Dury, eight miles to the east. The attack
started at 5am on September 2nd with the men advancing behind a
creeping barrage of our own artillery to find uncut barbed wire, machine
guns, a heavy enemy barrage and some gas. These were all overcome
but the war diary records 14 ‘Other Ranks’ were killed that day, with 34

RMS Royal Edward

missing, which would have included Robert Masters.

The massive extent of German barbed wire

defences at Queant

Robert Masters brief service at HMS Vivid in 1906

Robert had moved over 2,000 miles further east to Edmonton, Alberta, when he
signed up to the 138th Battalion, Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force on July
20th 1916 (his brother Frederick had joined the 138th in January). He gave his
occupation as labourer (his brother gave his as a farmer).
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Robert Masters enlistment papers

British troops stop to inspect wrecked

German vehicles at Drocourt-Queant

47th Division War Diary for September 2nd 1918

Private Robert Masters is commemorated at the Vis-En-Artois British Cemetery, Haucourt, a mile from where he fell.
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His brother Frederick survived the
war, returning to Canada on the
Aquitania in January 1919. Their
mother and father died within a few
weeks of each other in 1917, and
are buried in St Endellion church.

The memorial to Robert Masters’
parents in St Endellion Churchyard
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