
… and the first Annual General Meeting 
of Port Isaac Rowing Club was held …

“It’s traditional, it’s Cornish and it’s          
brought the community together”

The first mention of gig rowing in Port Isaac came about after an RNLI meeting 
back in 1990. One of the crew spoke about what he’d seen at Padstow and 
Cadgwith, where there were established rowing clubs. Another crew member 
knew about Newquay Rowing Club. It was decided to check out this sport. The 
Newquay and Padstow clubs invited those who were interested to have a go 
rowing, singing and drinking the odd pint.
This inspired more interest in the village from a diverse selection of people, 
some who wanted to row from Port Isaac and others who wanted to contribute 
something towards this new community venture. Before very long a constitution 
was drawn up and a committee was formed. A grant and interest-free loan were 
successfully applied for from North Cornwall District Council. This got things 
started but didn’t cover the cost of a gig, trailer, oars and boat cover, so the 
club set to work to raise what was needed … and they did this in just six 
months as well as paying back their loan in five years.



There were various ways money 
was raised. Donations were made 

by so many people, local to the 
community and further afield, who 
believed that having a rowing club 
would be positive for the village. 

over £13,000 was needed

Coffee mornings, dinners, table top sales 
and discos were just some of the events 

organised to raise money.
Trevor Beare was elected Chairman of the 

Club, Vice Chairman John Brown, 
Treasurer Chris Key, Secretary Chrissy 

Coshall, Junior Rep Daniel Brewer. 
Committee members Neville Andrews, 

Anita Beare, Jeremy Brown, Julian Brown, 
Kevin Burt, Jon Cleave, Jill Gadman, John 
Rowe, Robert Sheppard and Juliet Tom.

Some of the men from the village started singing in the local pubs, namely The St Kew Inn 
and The Golden Lion, to help raise money. Some of these chaps went on to become the 

Fisherman’s Friends and their story is another chapter of Port Isaac’s history. 

Share certificates were designed and sold. Each certificate 
indicated that the owner had invested money into helping 
the purchase of a gig for Port Isaac and were part of the 
community spirit that the new rowing club represented.

The whole community was involved including the Primary School, where they ran a 
competition to produce a design to be used on club clothing, T-shirts and sweatshirts.



A boat builder from Padstow, Peter Reveley, aka Dasher, was commissioned to build the gig. 
His family had built boats in Padstow for as long as memory existed, using Cornish elm and 
traditional techniques. The elm for Corsair is reputed to have grown in the Allen Valley, not far 
from the village of St Teath, about four and a half miles from Port Isaac. He had already built 
Dasher for Padstow Rowing Club and Cape Cornwall for the rowing club of the same name, 
based in Sennen.

A name had to be chosen for Port Isaac’s first gig and a competition was held. Members of the 
public could pay for the privilege to name the boat. A short list of names was compiled from 
research on gigs that had existed at some time in the village - Tom Sawyer, Jane and Corsair. 

Corsair was the clear leader, voted for by over half the village

… and Port Isaac’s gig was built from Cornish elm grown in 
the Allen Valley, just four and a half miles from the village …

Corsair was officially launched in Port Isaac on Easter 
Sunday 1991 by George Moth. George had a career as a 
Naval architect and had been a strong supporter of the rowing 
club, from it’s inception. He was the obvious choice for the 
honour being one of the oldest residents of the village at the 
time and having been the landlord of the The Lawns, as well 
as his long and dedicated support of the RNLI, for which he 
was awarded a gold medal and was the current branch 
treasurer.

There were hundreds of spectators on the beach and cliff 
tops around the village as Corsair took to the water. 

Other clubs were invited to attend and races were held … 
apparently Port Isaac didn’t fair too well on this occasion.  
The crews were still novices, at least that’s one excuse that’s 
been used! It was a good day nonetheless. 

George Moth launches Corsair

George Moth 

crowds of people 
turned out to mark 

this special occasion

… thanks to George 
Moth who did a 
wonderful job 

launching Corsair 
on Easter Saturday 

…
… the weather was 

perfect and a large 
number of people, 
both locals and 

visitors, came to 
wish the Corsair 

good luck …
… fundraising on 

the day raised over 
£500 …
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