Thomas HILL

Private 874799, 27th Battalion Canadian Infantry
Died March 29+ 1917, aged 37
Memorial at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St Eloi, France

Thomas Hill was born in Trelights on October 9121879. He was still living with his parents in Trelights in 1901, where his occupation was shown as a house
mason. Subsequently, he emigrated to Canada. He joined the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force on March 13t 1916, where was living in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and gave his trade as a painter.
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Thomas Hill’s enlistment papers

He gave his youngest sister Elizabeth (born ¢1895), still living in Trelights, as his next of kin. He was placed in the 184th Battalion, which left Halifax on the SS
Empress of Britain on October 31st 1916 to arrive in England the following week. On November 11ih 1916 it was absorbed into the 11th Reserve Battalion
stationed at the Canadian Training Depot, Tidworth Barracks, on Salisbury Plain. This battalion was to provide reinforcements in the field.

Thomas Hill was assigned to the 27th Battalion, which, in late March 1917, was
holding the line two miles north of Arras at Neuville-Saint-Vaast. Thomas Hill was
killed March 29t 1917. The war diary for that day shows one raiding party which
returned with no casualties, but reports very heavy enemy artillery retaliation for the
raid. Perhaps he was killed in this retaliatory bombardment. The war diary records a
total of eight ‘Other Ranks’ killed in action during March.

Tidworth Barracks during the First World War

The memorial to Thomas Hill in
Private Thomas Hill is buried in Ecoivres Military Cemetery, about two miles west from where he fell. St Endellion Churchyard
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