
“… all the way to Cornwall.                   
We would load the car the               

previous evening, before a pre-                                               
dawn rise, tea and toast, and the 

slog westwards to Cornwall.” 

“… the A30 regained it’s 
importance at Upottery … 

From here onwards, it was a 
very arduous trek through to 
Cornwall. Long slow convoys 
consisting of both caravans 
and lorries, kept the average 
speed down to around 30 mph, 

40 at best.”

“we’re all going on a summer holiday”

“… Honiton and Exeter were 
infamous throughout the south of 
Britain as major bottlenecks on 

the route to the west.”

“Exeter though had to wait 
until 1977, before relief 

arrived in the form of the       
M5 motorway.” 

“Crossing over 
the River Tamar 
at Polson Bridge 

and entering 
Cornwall …”

1969 – “… plenty of swimming and sunbathing and 
I am going haymaking this afternoon …”

1962 – “Cornwall still has plenty of quiet spots, not 
yet discovered by the millions.”

1972 – “… the farmhouse we are staying in 
is very old, parts are of an old monastery 

dating back to 800.”


