
The Bencoolen
At the same time as the Bencoolen was wrecked, Thomas 
Hills, a member of the Roscarrock Hill Methodist Society, was 
in Bude on his coasting smack Telegraph. He paid thirty 
shillings for the Bencoolen bell and brought it down the coast 
to Port Isaac and to its new home in the Chapel. Apart from 
during the war years, the bell was rung every Sunday up until 
the Chapel closed, calling the congregation to worship.
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The Telegraph that brought the bell back to 
Port Isaac

RpsCflR^QCK Izli.,.
w wrvcfi of_tfie_ _ _ on 21st. October. 1862, was so calamitous that for many years

Btt^Jk^^after, other happenings m rfie district were dated from it > .
X^Re disaster will fie more fully understoodjf'tfie fbllowiiig details are given, 

ficjfjarfiour at liude is protected Gya^fireakwater which runs due north, from under the- 
fiigfisoutfiern cliff called Compass Point. Around tfie north end of this breakwater runs the little river 
flowuigout to the sea, and here too, is the narrow channel by wfitofi tfie harbour is entered at certain 
states of the tide, wind and weather■permitting*. A wide stretch of sand lies between Jjbis channel at 
the end of tfie breakwater, and tfie cliff which runs out to the north of Bude called Summerleaze. 
^^GcBencooleii was first sighted about the middle of the day, a nd soon the earliest arrivals on the 
cllffcould see her, a tong bladL bull deep in the water. h > «

sent no signals, ng sails were set, her masts were gone. TShere Gad been some days of stormy 
weather, and the sea was high with the incoming tide, i i . .
c53L,tar barrel was lighted on Summerleaze cliff so as to guide the vessel on to the sands, her only 
chance, and present® a small sail was seen on the stump of her foremast, and she appeared tote 
heading straight for the entrance. of the. fiarbounu>^2><^t><^>xTi>-ru>^e^>^i>-xc>» r&x>

JO jLtfiis time the cliffs were crowded with people, and they watched with increasing anxiety? 
the doomed vessel as she came drifting in, Gome by the wind and the tide.
^^ustjbeforc three, o'clock the,shipcame broadside on, exactly at the entrancedf theFJavera, 
where she struck on the sands, _ a nd instantly was swept Gy sca^

otS the rocket apparatus and the lifeboat had been brought ncarjo the end of the breakwater, but 
the latter was useless, so tfie rocket apparatus was placed in position,.- >

< fie first rocket fell short i^The second rocket fill on board and was at once swept back* into the 
sea. fefie third rocket took tfie line well over the stern of the ship, and a man started to secure 
it, Me was swept overboard 6y huge seas, which at the same time rushed.up the breakwater and 
over the apparatus rendenqg it useless, and alt those on the shore could then do,was to watefithe 
scene in utter helplessness. • ■ i j . - > , n vu<
&he great seas rolled cn.covercd tfie wreckage, and just before fouro-clock the ship parted in the middle. 

From survivors the, rest of the story was obtained.! xTLxa xe. > \ - c

&<Sdptain had been drinking for days previous tb tfie day of the wredc,®n that day, at noon, 
ho retired to fits cabiri. and refusing to leave it. was drowned mere. - -• >... >■
C5 he first mate had a broken , leg, ^e had then been lashed to tfie raft, ^wo men jumped into the sea, 
one was drowned, and the other beaten and battered, was washed ashore and saved.^he rest of tfie crew 
somedls men,either lashed to tfie raft or clinging to it. waited until an enormous wave lifted tfie raft 
clear of tfie vessel into tfie raging a txjta'cl-rru
i&ave after wave rushed over tfie raft, every one of which claimed some victims. Of they .three were 
washed ashore and saved. At last, incredibly, theraftcame in under the stxep Suinmerleaze cliff-.

rope was lowered .and by this means all who were left on tfie raft, 6 dead and 2 living, went drawn. 
to the cliff top. ®f tfi^ crew vf ^S men only 6 su rvvvedL. ■- ~exe-K <l>-r. > >

i BELLof tfie B __ was bought by (Slfhr¥fiomas ®tlls forso/and brought tof 1^ in tfie smack
^Selggraj >P/of wfiicfi fie was in charge at the time,and was later placed onl^pscaivockfiillQcUlodistCliapd 

fieBFJLwfiicfi has recently been, refiung in an oak^frame and tfie roof lined with, copper is rung for

HUDE, ■ , / -2‘2. I&62.-THE ShmBENG. : .
THE CREW. OUT OF27,FAVED.

STRATTON, OctobeilI'I. 1*61-as much of the cargo.as possible Mts feen saved to- '•NCOOLEN" '' « WRECKED KTBUOEJUT the VESSEL
------------------------- 1 HAVING PARTED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM, THE WHOLE CARGO IS EXPOSED, AND Tf E HEA* Y BOXES THE SAND. THE VESSEL, FROM LIVERPOOL

TO BOMBAY. ENCOUNTERED BAD WEATHER FROM THE TIME OF HER SAILING OH THE23 C* AMO ON THE 19LOST HER MASTS OVERBOARD, 
AND BECAME UNMANAGEABLE ,6 NOT 5,OF HER CREW WERE SAVED.

LIVBRPOOll)ECEMflEH. 3 JB62- THE BOTTOM OF THE BENCOOLEN MASTER CHAMBERS, HENCE TO BOMBAY. WHICH WAS WRECKED OFF BUDE ON OCTOBER. 2 2 . HAS 
BEEN WASHEO UP IN THAT HARBOUR AND THE REMAINING PORTION OF THE CARGO GOT OUT.

Mnence to tfus wrediis made in tJieSoofi Tfie Diarof'Morwenstow dyS.Baru^-^ouidM(methuen tc?i
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