
The Growth of Port Isaac and Port Gaverne 

Pf.,.1o l h e 1!11h cen1ury,1;no,;gs...,....,about1he buildingsthatmaoeup 
Po<ll&O.ae8rldPortGa•8fnll.A1VllrylCM'1iclos.lhe ,omainsotlheTU(IQ( 

l)lef c:an besoenjustinsldelhe westomb<eal;waror.s.ugge,;ungesizeat>OI 
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Oneollhe &arl"'st<l claiic<:lmapsotanypartot lhe ar,..is a n oldll$tal<l 
mapotEMFonescuo·s�(>r'lO[Otlreore.Thisisurldatod,l)o.JIP<C(IPl)ly 

c1800 as ii shows Pon Ga\leme pncr I<> 1 h&  b"'lding ol lhe tish celars in 
1803.Po,t lsaac itscttOSjuSlortlhe�.on �1"8cellarsabove1he vilage 

1>e<ngShOwn.Thoooaro1tkety10Mv-o1>00n roconttyt>uill10,i::,oc,:,ssingtne 
u·Porliulct. anam!et andllaven. wO<nderlullyir>creaseda/soin 

buy1d/ngeso/,.,t11)'earesb)'Mllinga."HealsomentlOlllldPonGaveme 
"""'1-k.,,...all!JeCOV11,0,lismJr•/xJa1es;11ndrt,e,wassom1ymes11crane 

h'-9"quantiliesolpik:hard"""""9atthev«yendot 1h&1Bthcento,:y. 

ro li�11,.,and<kMntJ suchllCMIOd:�"" a<_,,, rf>llrtal<l>ll ill Id 00 
11ansponlld.or""""'9/ltln andunk><Jttn;11ndlherhavet>etwdivers 

IJIJy/dinges, nowdd<>ca_ytlll SJ()C(I rt,;, growir,golP<>rliSSJd<," Pon Oum was 
a1SO menliono<J"Port-<;ulna lll/fll>/lll'kland1>,wtioorr1er11111to,m,,,, 

much9incfeasing<>by('5ll!ngllalso .".uworeTre�msandTolraggon 
albeilrnther b<ielly ·r,_,.,. •. • Nlmlel r,.raggel a h..,.,..,.,- From 

N(lf(!On's<X<'M'IOn1s.wecan inlerlfla1PortGa,ornowasmorop,orrinom 
lhMPMffiaaeln,..�Olryoars.PorhapslhebuiHj;r,golthepiercause<loor 

�shertol<1<>moveovertolhe more pro1001edco,e .Amarilimesur,9)'cf 
NorthCom'511fi-rmanearfiedoUlb\l Franc,s6asSG�alewdecades later 

sl'IOwOdm(lr)ylam�nomos.sUCh asllrown.CCN�I\S andRowo,wor,:,as 
welropresent&Cllnourpar'5111henMoow 

Pt1t1of/\lomttn"sl584Map 

TlltieMapct1840 
Ttuswaslhe very1Wst acw<alelysur,9jl9dffl3P 1oshowal l lhebr.r'<lings 
here Portlsaacwas aim;,r,te•clo.<si',alycon�nedto lhevalleyb<Jltom 
w�h•'-i::<O!lflrtiest<""PinvupFo,eSlr""1M!11ri,s 1he00!10rno!Baci< 

Hil. asweUasthebonom ot AoseHil. Thel>ousa halfwaydo..o 
Marljarefsl..one.recentlyre-,,.,d"Sailors".issh own.an<!lluacanbe 
-M1hat ea,iie, rnap frornct800.Fieldnurnbttr$45 "1 1 hebonomof 
Bad<Hll wascallfld'UmeKinPlol"andl he g,eysqilll<eintlle"""lhem 
c:o<nerisl he lime kin. Ncle 1hatthe on'yroute h omPortlsaac loPort 

G """rne was.,.Elod<H ;M.the e,o;�ng upperpan ofFo,eSl:r" "tnot 
t:.,.ingrn-1or-..e<1ec,,o,1:,.The land to theJ'IO<th olBaci<Hil was 
knownuTrewa1h8Conwnon.andmar.ty°"""""byE..-,FO'lecue,The 
boom 1imef orpik:hardswaswello-,a.-.ithelllreefishcelars­
l hevillagft11rell!"O(:,OUr,e::fo,us,,dfor S10,"" " T he G:xldlrrteotcelar 
wasden-disl\edin1875to m,....,wayforthe,ilageschool.TheMary 
celar isnowcoas�ardcotta,g,e,r,w�ha glimpse ol t heoldwalOl5eefl 
hom 1he cou1 palh. The rorthem arm of lhe Provi<19nce celar is now 
c:ona,g,e,r.w;th lheOM"""res1 1 h e hart>oore111ed"Pro-n:!ence".Po,1 
o.,...,,,..,compnses1 he fou, fishcellors,VentJ,,U>erty.Aashleigh...-cl 
U,-i.withtheU,-ilm.nowPortGavernelm.e.-.iPinkCo1tage(bolti 
$h<>wf1or,lhe earlO!fmap).aswefl asValk!yCot1a9e 

OrdnanceSunreyM119of1880 
lnlhesecondhal1 of 11>et91hC<!ntury.lheOnJnanceSur,eywas1asked 
w�hmapprng l h e w hole""'-"'l,YalverylBfQescale. They"'s�ed Port 
lsMCin1S80 andput,lisl\ed!heNmapll'leloll<>wingye.arAbito f  
deveq,menthulakenpjace abcvethevillage.w�hF>eld938onlhe 
lithemt1p havingirterr"""o!housest>ui1t a1eache.-.i.UpperFo,eSheet 
isnowi::,.,,..,rrt,curtingl!Youghber,,,,entt>oseterraces. T h e remnMtso! 
rheMaryendP<olndencecelars""'•••hesame ou1fi-leutodey,oo-re 
p,-e,..nablyresidential.The<-earelhefirSlfewp,-O!lfln ;esconstn,::tedin 
IOwerTre.re!haUlne,bulbelw-,herean!IPortGave<neisopenrields 
-Aoad hasnotr,,l beenOOil 

Revise<IOrdnanceSu,veyMapol1905 
T heOrdnanceSurveypublished arevisedmapinl9071rom a 1 905 orJ""'Y· 
Tw o ;�1communitybuildi<,go;..,e nowsho,.n;SI Pete, 'sChurd> 
conS1ructedin 1882.end theTernpe,anceHall (r10Wll!eV""""Halt)in 
1896.The inle!venlng25r,,arssho-cons>derable""""lop,-nenlonl he  
high grour<fbet..eenPo<ll,a.ac•rldl'ortGa"81TleThe lPfll8�onthe 

Terr..,e havebeMCO<>S1rUC1ed 10tal<•lulll(Nanl""" oll h<l-..iew:1.Sud> 
dev�wasno doubtspurredo,1bylhecomingolt11e ,ait..ay1<>Po!t 
IHaCAoadotallOn in 1 895,a1ew mile1inland.L-i1899Ee<1FcrleSC<Jelr,ed 
tocas h in onPon lseac"sdevelopmembycNer ing hisi,,.-.iopposilethe 
Terr..,efor la,g,ehousingl,.llalisnowfher:ouno'/C111pa,tand.,xrerw,;,,g 
/ur,tw,,roo,,dor,e,llre,si<!o,ofrf>llclilfpaffl)Thiswasmair-t,,""51JOOesslul 
( only/lleVic8r10g,,,.aobwttj. uwuaseconda�in 1911 w hen l,e 
lrie<flOdiSf):)S<'!o!alot hisla.-.itH!ra.Ne..-Roadisnow "1plac<!.nisshown 
asgat8da1the nMllernend...-.fmay ha,ebee<1• toll road. Tr.esia,1o1 
nn1age1Terr"""isshown.br.r11here wasnoHanlarld Aoadoowhicti �cculcl 
connect.lnl'ortG.,...,me.1-ieadlondsl>asbeenbuilin tlu?<iffleclitftop 
locatOOQMnge<tenoiveviews.H>ec:omingo!lherail',,ayaloobmught 
c:hanges1<>Po<IG"""me.utheRashk!igh�ar wa1�visi1onin 
1 896.C"'-"Chyouth groupslromlondon were!!)eflding twoweek holidays 
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"°"""'1swo,e gi,..,,,bythe youngste,sas•thank you to, l heho5pilal�y 
l heyalway•received.n .. went on un1il the outb<eak of lheF<SIWoridW/Jr. 

SubaequentO,cw l h a nc:lttH!Vlllage1Today 
The20lhC<!nturysawmootc onstr..clion onltiehigher grou.-.iCO<f"4lleled, 
wi l hmuch otT,ewe!lvll-.NewRoada.-.iTrntage!Tennoebe<ng inm,.d 

-tr.ewars.con>nuinginlo!M1950s>'iilhafew la1e,JIIOl)erties 
l.ocalaulhor�yhoo0<ngl:>89an inltielate tl120sW11h the1errece ol hooses 
inTrewethaL-opposi!<!S."&rshelRoad.Thes<!wereaddedto inlhe 
1=up 10l he 1950sinHarlfandAoad.lmmtldiale'r•ftertMSecond 
WorlclWar louneenlocatau1ho,tyi::,e-lOOS-e erecled-.,1 heochocl 

andMayt;f>dOfr"'arenow Tr.ese-,al;,,edin umi tne laner pa<1olthe 
t960s-theMayfield ESla!e wasOOl!int967 .Thepre-!abswere 
demolo;hed a1theend ofrhet900s.and rhel,,J>irema,nedundeveloped 
unlif 1he mid-1970. -Mayfield DrMl wucons�uct8d Mone side ol 
MayfieldRoad.anllthe sd>COlwasopenedo,1theO!hersi<le in 1977A 
,purlo, !Mincrease inlocat•ulhorilyhoosingattl>elopot!Mvil"""was 
undout:ted'rw hen."1 th<!1950s,mflfl)'of 1heoldpn:,p<!<1"'5in!he lower 
vilage-rec:ondemneduunt;tJor habi!at<>II.Subseqc,en1�,1hese 
propert.,swere....,edb\lbeing resloredar>d°""oved.rnostfyr10Wfor­
use assecondhome1,a.-.i..,e lhe omSl�anlpa<l olto<lay'sPort 
lsaaccon...,,,ationa"'a. ltisamusing1<>nott!the""""""r>tRol>rnP"""" 
,ec-ed frorn •_,.,.. planning office, many years aoo lh81 me best lhing 
to<io will,1hr:,old village wastopul �-becauMnone olit me1 
modernbuidingstardards �onlyh<!h8d t,e,,njol,.ing' 

S�hel esta1e wasapril,atedeveicpm&rrt�tedin1 976.w11!,1 
Si•ffllhelRO<ldthe show-.The l11S1m"IOfdevelopmenlwas 
HilsM'sClose.a housongassociationi::,ojeclo!25homes.whictlsaw ils 
f<$1-ntin1991,Akeypaf1c11hedeal waslheincltJ!lionohpurpose 
buitcommunilysr.rrgeryoo,epl"""thecld oneinnnta,ge!Terrace 

n,o..,r,o h celars inl'o<10sveroe arest;1Mtt,bu1mainfyconvened1<> 
..,,...icingOU< visilOfs.T he<e was.:,,nemino,�r,\belweentne  
wars. a.-.iC,,im$morewa$ere<:l&d i n t ll!,4  SmaMin!;l o,,et,u ;lding 
continues,bul the\lillager.,,,...ins..ssenlialyll,Mc<•Med200ye.,.ogo 
T he_..,_lsl"<ltclourvillag9stoday,saGoogleEarthm&ge0111ed811\ 
Octobe, 2009. The Cl'rrent k:,;al d....,lopmenl plan restricts� lo inJ,lf 
wllhinat,o,..ndarydrawntightlyr oundll,ee,i, tingpropertiss.So.lorlhe 
1o,.,..,,,..bie 1Ytur�•tlM'1.th<!r•should belirtlechar,gefmm t h81Googk! 
Earth.._. 


