
The present breakwaters were built in the 1920s and 1930s with materials brought down 
from Lobber in large iron buckets suspended from a ‘Blondin’ wire stretched across from 
cliff to cliff - see the photograph below. The eastern breakwater was the first, using local 
stone – until the contractors went bankrupt. The work was completed later by another 
contractor using concrete – note the join. The red beacon is a statutory port side marker 
to guide boats entering the harbour.

“W
hen w

e w
ere in school w

atching a m
an in the bucket going across 

the ‘Blondin’ w
ires, the teacher w

ould say “I hope he doesn’t fall out.’ 
All us boys w

ould be thinking, ‘I hope he falls out!’”
G

eorge Steer

Port Isaac harbour before the 
breakwaters were built                                  

catching G
rey M

ullet in the 
harbour, c 1920, using the old 
practice of encircling the shoal 

w
ith a seine net and then 

hauling it onto the beach
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