
The majority of the local children 
went to the old School:

“… the school was just up the 
road and in the winter at 

playtime my  Auntie used to 
come up with a cup of cocoa … 

the school milk was put                      
in a tin bath of water and put 
on the tortoise stove to heat up 

when  it was very cold …           
Mr Button from Trewetha 
Farm used to deliver the                   

milk …”  Peter Rowe 

One teacher was Miss Best who 
came from St Breward on her 
motorbike. 

“Miss Best loved geraniums 
and she had them all around 

the windows … full of 
greenfly, so Miss Best would 

light Woodbines and put them 
in the earth for the smoke to go 

up to the plant to kill the 
greenfly.”   Yvonne Cleave

 “… Miss Best would hit me 
across the back of my hand 

with that ruler … it wasn’t the 
flat end of the ruler it was the 

edge, right across my 
knuckles.”   Joan Murray

In 1977, the old school closed and it moved up to a brand new, purpose 
built building on Mayfield Road. It was a sad day for many. The old 
school really was ‘the heart of the village’ - 

“It was a daily meeting place for mums (and dads)            
when they met their children from school, it added                    

to the hustle and bustle of daily life.”

Port Isaac School pupils, teachers and staff, 1975

taken from THE REAL VOICES OF PORT ISAAC

1920s/30s Port Isaac School Choir with 
three trophies they had won

options …
In the 1930s and 1940s, Miss Violet Neale, wife of John Neale, ran a 
private school in their home, Jessamine Cottage, on Rose Hill. Family 
memories recall that the Remick girls, Marge (Mewton) and Kate 
(Townsend) both helped with the teaching here. Mr and Mrs Neale had 
no children and they also kept lots of beehives in their garden - 
“lovely honey if you were lucky enough to get a pot” Yvonne Cleave

There was also Garfield House School on The 
Terrace, a Dame School (a private elementary  
school usually run by elderly women in their own 
home) owned by Miss Benwell Nalder who was 
the headmistress and the only teacher. This school 
probably closed in the  early 1950s as records 
show Miss Nalder moved  to live at the top of 

Church Hill. Margaret Gorsky (nee 
Sproull) remembers, 

“The lessons all took place in the     
front room with the.  bay window.          

In the dining room at the back there 
was a piano where Miss Nalder            

played when we had singing lessons. 
We never went to play outside and 

there  were around twelve pupils, 
usually more boys than girls.”


